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PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION 

for a Programme Leading to an Award of

LLM in Legal Practice
The University of Northampton
	1 Awarding Institution
	University of Northampton

	2 Teaching Institution
	University of Northampton

	3 Programme Accreditation
	Not Applicable

	4 Final Award
	LLM in Legal Practice 

	5 Title of Programme/Route/Pathway
	Not applicable 

	6 UCAS Code
	Not relevant for PGMS courses

	7 Benchmarking Group (QAA or other) where appropriate
	Not Applicable


	8 Educational aims of Programme

	· To provide the means for students to gain an intellectually advanced knowledge and understanding of aspects of law relevant to an international criminal and business environment of contemporary academic and social concern.

· To provide opportunities for students to develop higher level research skills, knowledge and a deeper understanding of conceptual frameworks

· To enable students to critically engage with current debates relating to the political, social and cultural context in which the law operates

· To provide a learning environment which enhances understanding of the interface between academic law and its application 

· To enable students to undertake independent scholarly work which requires self-directed critical thought and appraisal

· To facilitate the development of students’ personal and intellectual development


	9 Learning outcomes of a programme and teaching, learning and assessment strategies

	A Knowledge and understanding

A1
Critically compare and contrast different theories and research findings associated with a varied, and yet thematically cohesive, range of contemporary legal issues taking account of context;

A2
Engage with the body of literature in the chosen modules of study and present outcomes of study and research in a reflective and critical manner considering reform as well as current law and related issues;

A3
Evaluate critically the relevance and likely impact of developments in contemporary national and multinational legislation and, where appropriate challenge the conventional approaches taken to prevent the developing multinational dimensions of illicit activity.
A4
To demonstrate knowledge of relevant laws that may be applied to scenarios (actual and hypothetical) to address issues raised by way of solution or to critical analyse those laws and with a view to proposing reforms promoting an exchange between academic law and practice.
	Teaching/learning methods

The modular programme encourages a cohesive study of different aspects of law related to international crime, terrorism and business.
The aims and outcomes are achieved through a variety of teaching methods including:

· Tutor-led seminars including short lectures, work on case studies, video presentations; 

· Student-led seminars involving the presentation of material based on student research on issues and scenarios set by the tutor or selected by the student with the tutors guidance;

· Structured discussion;

· Self-study is used through directed and wider reading, analysis of data, web working and independent research. 

Assessment

A1 – A4

1. Written essays give students an opportunity to research and produce a detailed and referenced study of a specific area of law

2. Time constrained assignments will be in a variety of formats to suit individual module contents but enable students to apply a broad range of knowledge and consider developments in and links between national and multinational legislation within tight time constraints

3. Time constrained assignments will also enable a student to demonstrate the ability to apply the relevant laws to given situations in a critical manner.

4. The Dissertation will enable a student to undertake a substantial piece of empirical and analytical research, enhancing the students’ knowledge

	B Subject specific/practical skills

B1
Apply a range of critical techniques and methodologies to a given aspect of the law
B2
Critically examine academic and legal opinion as to the operation of law in a social and economic context and reflect upon the function of given laws.

B3
Identify the legal issues arising from particular factual situations, and apply specific legal theories, rules and principles to reach an analytical solution to the legal problem as is required in legal practice.


	Teaching/learning methods

A student-based learning and teaching strategy is employed to foster critical participation and discussion.
Students are likely to come from a range of backgrounds and the sharing of experience will stimulate critical discussion. 

Students are required to make an effective contribution to seminar presentations and discussion in terms of planning and preparation in order that information and ideas can be shared and analysis, evaluation and criticism can be engendered. This interaction will enable students to maximize their potential to identify and critically apply the law to a variety of issues.

The time-constrained assignments are not only a form of assessment but also an element in the teaching and learning strategy for subject specific skills. The ability to metaphorically ‘think on one’s feet’ and give an appropriate ‘on the spot’ response is a feature of legal expertise.

Assessment

B1 – B2

1.
Written essays which are selected, by the student, from a range of titles and will allow students the possibility to demonstrate knowledge, investigation skills, analysis and critical reasoning using a range of techniques and methodologies.

2. 
Time constrained assignments are intended to give students the opportunity to exercise the skills they have developed in preparing for and presenting in seminars, in identifying issues and applying law in a structured manner in a specified time.

3. 
Dissertation will give students an opportunity to develop critical techniques and methodologies to examine a range of legal issues relating to a selected legal topic in a social and economic context.     



	C Key Skills

C1
Manage, synthesize and critically evaluate complex material from a range of sources

C2
Apply academic principles and arguments to complex situations in order to evaluate them and suggest appropriate solutions to problems.

C3
Demonstrate the ability to apply research and theory to different contexts. 

C4
Demonstrate a high degree of structure, clarity and fluency orally and in written work.

C5
Demonstrate an ability to reflect critically but constructively on their learning.


	Teaching/learning methods

Seminars form a focal point of modules for which students are required to: 

· Prepare commentaries on judicial and academic opinions requiring them to critically review a range of literature including textbooks, cases and statutes. 

· Prepare legal opinions identifying issues and applying legal principles in a critical manner to given situations.

· In addition to developing independent research skills the commentaries are presented and subjected to peer group analysis enabling students to develop oral fluency and an opportunity to reflect upon their learning 

The essays and time constrained assignments as well as the dissertation are an integral part of the teaching and learning strategy for key skills giving an opportunity to develop communication skills and to focus on the essential elements of an argument evaluate in given time.

Assessment

C1 – C5

The key skills are assessed either directly or indirectly in written essays, time constrained assignments, dissertation.


  

	10 Key skills strategy 

	Key skills are addressed at both modular and programme level. The PGMS key skills framework is applied and adapted to the specific needs of the students on the programme. See Appendix for the key skills map

Students admitted to the course will have successfully completed an undergraduate or higher education programme or have sufficient work or practice experience to demonstrate a degree of competence in the areas identified by the University’s Undergraduate Key Skills Framework (Seven key areas are identified: Managing the learning process, communication skills, group work, information skills, problem solving, use of IT and application of numbers). The intention at postgraduate level is to take these skills to a more advance level and to encourage students to develop greater expertise in selected areas.

Transferable skills are considered of particular importance with an emphasis on managing, synthesizing and critically evaluating material from a range of sources, problem solving and communication both orally and in writing. In addition students are encouraged to reflect on the tensions between academic theories and practice and develop skills required to manage a substantial independent study in the form of the dissertation.

In addition to the subject and key skills addressed in the modules provision is made through the personal tutorial system and the PDP as well as encouraging students to attend internal and external lecture programmes to encourage students to reflect upon and support their learning and development of their skills to an advanced level.


	11 Assessment strategy

	The assessment framework for all the taught modules identifies the requirement to validate individual student performance against specified learning outcomes and encouraging personal development, enhanced study skills and research ability. Students are required to present material in written form, which is designed to ensure personal achievement and reflection.
The assessment framework is broadly similar for all 20-credit taught modules on the LLM in Legal Practice. Broadly speaking, the strategy allows for coursework to be completed in two stages:
· First is a time-constrained assignment, which carries 40% of the weighting for the module, and is to be undertaken during the trimester. The assignments will be in a variety of formats to suit individual module contents but generally is intended to give students the opportunity to demonstrate the skills, developed through seminars, in identifying issues and applying law in a structured manner in a specified time.

· Second is an essay of 3,000 words, which has a 60% weighting, and is to be completed at the conclusion of the trimester. The student may select an essay from a range of titles or the title may be of the students own devising approved by the tutor. It will allow students the possibility to demonstrate knowledge, investigation skills, analysis and critical reasoning.

It is recognised that formal assessment is valued by students and promotes greatest effort and the assessment methods throughout the LLM in Legal Practice are designed to allow students the optimum scope to illustrate that they have achieved the required level of knowledge, ability and learning outcomes.

	12 Programme structure

	See award map.  

Postgraduate Certificate – 60 M level credits

Postgraduate Diploma – 120 M level credits

Masters – 180 M level credits, to include 60 credits of dissertation 


	13 Admissions Policy and criteria

	Applicants to the LLM in Legal Practice will be awarded an exemption from 100 credits’ of taught modules, and will need to complete only the Research Methods and Dissertation modules, provided that either:
1.       An applicant has successfully completed the Legal Practice Course or Bar Professional Training Course; or

2.       An applicant has been admitted as an advocate in a jurisdiction approved at the time by the Solicitors Regulation Authority for Registered Foreign Lawyers (RFL) Status.
The University Modular Framework endorses the principles and practice of credit accumulation and transfer


	14 Assessment Regulations

	Modular framework regulations apply, including any proposed supplementary regulations.


	15 Support for learning  

	An initial course of English for Academic Practice is provided for International Students prior to the start of the course by Northampton Business School, and induction is provided at PGMS and Award level for all students.

There is a personal tutor system and the course leader offers students individual tutorials at least once semester and more frequently if requested by the student or deemed appropriate. The focus of tutorials is to assist students with individual academic concerns and to enable them to develop appropriate learning strategies. PDP is also available.

Advice is offered in relation to selection of dissertation topics in addition to the Research Methods Modules. 

All Modules use NILE to support students in providing initial material to prepare students for studying individual topics. NILE is also used to post seminar notes guided reading, questions etc. affording constant and easy access to course material. There is also an LLM site where the course guide, timetable, and periodic notices are posted. E mail is extensively used.

Support includes careers advice from both the University Student Services and Law Division. Current issues relating to law are topics of eminent speakers who come to the University as part of an internal programme. In addition, seminars and lectures presented by the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies and other institutions are advertised and students are encouraged to attend. 
Student learning and skills development are supported by The University of Northampton’s Personal Academic Development process (NUPAD). 

At institutional level support includes those services offered by Information Services (IS) and Student Services (please refer to The University of Northampton’s website: http://www.northampton.ac.uk/ and click on current students). In addition, the Centre for Academic Practice provides support for study skills.


	16 Evaluation and quality enhancement 

	The University of Northampton has several methods of monitoring and enhancing academic quality and standards, these include:

External Examiners

Boards of Study with student representation

Boards of Examiners

Annual Review at Field and School level

Periodic Subject Review

Student Evaluation

Moderation Policies


	17 Date of approval or revision
	 Reviewed: March 2012. Admissions Criteria updated December 2014


	18 Appendices 

	Appendix 1
	Award Map (Curriculum Team official version ONLY)

	Appendix 2
	Key Skills Map (use templates when available)

	Appendix 3
	Assessment Map


Guidance on preparing programme specifications is available on the QAA website at: http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/programSpec/default.asp. 


 

APPENDIX 2

KEY SKILLS MAP

Name of award:
LLM in Legal Practice
Skills

	Modules
	Knowledge Base
	Ethical Issues
	Disciplinary Methodologies
	Synthesis
	Evaluation
	Application
	Reflection
	Group working
	Learning Resources
	Self Evaluation
	Information Management
	Autonomy
	Communication
	Problem Solving

	LAWM001
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM002
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM005
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM015
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM016
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM017
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM018
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM019
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM020
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM021
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM022
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM025
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	DA
	TDA

	LAWM024
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	TDA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	DA
	TDA


APPENDIX 3 - ASSESSMENT MAP - LLM in Legal Practice
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Essay 
assignment
	Examination 
or time constrained 
work
	Data collection and analysis exercise
	Project or 
Report
	Dissertation

Proposal
	Dissertation

	LAWM001
	Principles of European Law
	(
3,000 wds
	(
48 hours
	
	
	
	

	LAWM002
	Comparative Criminal Law
	(
3,000 wds
	(
2 hours
	
	
	
	

	LAWM005
	Private International Law
	(
3,000 wds
	(
2 hours
	
	
	
	

	LAWM015
	International Corporate Law
	(
3,000 wds
	(
2 hours
	
	
	
	

	LAWM016
	European and International 
Human Rights
	
	
	
	(
5,000 wds
	
	

	LAWM017
	National Security, Terrorism and 
the Rule of Law
	(
3,000 wds
	(
2 hours
	
	
	
	

	LAWM018
	Intellectual Property Rights Law
	(
3,000 wds
	(
2 hours
	
	
	
	

	LAWM019
	International Organised Crime
	(
3,000 wds
	(
48 hours
	
	
	
	

	LAWM020
	Dissertation
	
	
	
	
	
	(
15,000 wds

	LAWM021
	Research Methods: Research Skills
	
	
	
	
	(
2,500 wds
	

	LAWM022
	Research Methods: Research Design
	
	
	
	
	(
2,500 wds
	

	LAWM025
	International Corporate Crime 
	(
3,000 wds
	(
48 hours
	
	
	
	

	LAWM024
	European Crime and Security
	
	
	
	(
5,000 wds
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